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First published 2014
Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. This book grew out of a concern for democracy, the heritage of "political liberalism", and the aesthetic sources of normativity. Democracy faces unprecedented challenges worldwide, some of which ironically stem from its own success in establishing itself as a horizon -as the only one fully legitimate form of government. In the book, I investigate the contribution toward meeting those challenges that can be drawn from the normative framework developed by Rawls in Political Liberalism, once its full potential is released in the triple direction of rethinking and pluralizing the democratic ethos, handling the hyperpluralism that pervades our political spaces, and finding the proper ways, through conjectural arguments, for political justification to reach and include the partially reasonable. In the course of the argument, aesthetic sources of normativity that have formed the object of my investigation in the past -exemplarity, judgment, the imagination -will often be called on to supplement the conceptual resources of a revisited political liberalism. In fact, through its own openness to the fact of pluralism, to the burdens of judgment, and to nonliberal decent polities, and through the still underexplored moment of judgment and exemplarity inherent in public reason and in the standard constituted by "the most reasonable for us", political liberalism is, among the general philosophical frameworks available today, the one most capable of addressing and making sense of the complex interplay of democracy and what I call the normativity of identity. The chapters of this book are based on materials that have been presented at various conferences, workshops, and seminars and that have been revised and expanded on the basis of valuable feedback received on those occasions. The section of the Introduction where an assessment is presented of the "inhospitable conditions" for democracy in present-day complex societies has been discussed at a workshop promoted by the Centro Estudios Democraticos and the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Lisbon, in January 2012 and at the International Summer
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